
Fertile Crescent Civilizations

Civilization—a complicated form of culture .
First group to form a civilization = SUMERIANS



ESSENTIAL TRAITS OF A CIVILIZATION:

Specialized workers—

As people’s skills improved in hunting and farming, they were 

able to do other things. In Sumer there was a SURPLUS of food.

People who make things with their hands—artisans. 

Ex: _______________________

The growth of cities—

By 3000 B.C. the Sumerians had built at least a dozen cities. 

(more than 10,000 people in them)

Cities are the center of trade



Read your job description

Introduce yourself to the person next to you:
•Tell them if your job part of:

The Government
The Church
Royal Family
Trades Person or
Service Industry

•Justify your thinking
Higher status job goes first







Writing—
The Sumerian way of 
writing was called 
cuneiform.

Priests needed a way to keep 
track of what goods were being 
produced and sold. 

The first symbols that were 
written down were things that 
Were commonly traded: donkey, ox, sack of grain. 

Signs stood for entire words, not for sounds. 
Very few people knew how to write or read. 



Use the Cuneiform column 
from

4500BC
to record a sales transaction 

or a calendar event



With the person next to you:

Read
Your proverb

(The # on your sticky note)

**Decide what this says the 
Sumerians VALUED**

(write it on your paper)



Advanced technology—
Sumerians were skilled in many fields of science and technology. 
Inventions: wheel, plow, sailboat. 
Advantages of each of these? _________________________
Use copper and bronze to make tools.

Complex institutions—

Long lasting patterns of organization in a community
Government, religion





Hammurabi’s Code
1700s BCE

What can we learn about 
Babylonia from 

Hammurabi’s Code?

Central Historical Question:



VALUE

What do you think is the 
most valuable thing in this 
room?

What makes your 
backpack valuable?

What is the value of your 
phone?

What is the value of your 
freedom?

A standard or a strongly held 
belief on which you base your 

actions or decisions.



You make the law:
1. Do you think students should be able 

to wear anything they want to school?
2. Do you approve of a man having more 

than one wife? Why or why not?
3. Would you allow people to say 

anything they want? Anywhere they 
want to? Why or why not?

4. Do you think that students should be 
at home early on school nights?



Can you think of a law that 
gives us an answer to that 
question?

What value(s) does this 
call into question?

https://www.gilbertaz.gov/departments/police/community/youth-
adult-resources

https://www.gilbertaz.gov/departments/police/community/youth-adult-resources




Who was Hammurabi?
• Member of the 

Amorite dynasty
• King of Babylon 

from 1792-1750 
BCE

• United all of 
Mesopotamia under 
the Babylonian 
Empire Relief of Hammurabi 

and the god Shamash



Hammurabi’s Code
• Laws for Babylonian society
• Tool to unify an expanding 

empire
• Allowed everyone to know the 

rules



What does it look like?



Territory



What do you think the first law was?

1. What should happen to a boy who 
slaps his father?

2. What happens if a man is unable to 
pay his debts?

3. How is the truth determined when one 
man brings an accusation against 
another?

4. What should be done to a carpenter 
who builds a house that falls and kills 
the owner?



Hammurabi’s Solution:

They shall cut off his hand

1.What should happen to a 
boy who slaps his father?



Hammurabi’s Solution:

He shall sell his wife, son, or 
daughter, or bind them over to 
service. For 3 years they shall 

work in their purchaser, in the 4th

year they shall be given their 
freedom.

2. What happens if a man is 
unable to pay his debts?



3. How is the truth determined 
when one man brings an accusation 

against another?



Hammurabi’s Solution:

The accused goes to the river and 
leap into the river, if he sink in the 

river his accuser shall take 
possession of his house, but if the 

river prove the accused is not guilty, 
and he escape unhurt, then he who 
brought the accusation shall be put 

to death, while he who leaped into the 
river shall take possession of the 
house that had belonged to the 

accuser. 



Hammurabi’s Solution:

The builder shall be put to death

4. What should be done to a 
carpenter who builds a house 
that falls and kills the owner?







Geographic Problems:
Water—
Flooding rivers were unpredictable
After the flood receded, the mud 
quickly dried out. Periods without
rain left the land in a desert-like 
setting.

Defense—
Small, flat region.
No natural barriers for protection. 
Nomads would come and steal from them.

Resources—
Ten-foot tall reeds.
Good for houses and small boats.
No stone or wood or metal for 
buildings, weapons, and tools.

 
 

Dug irrigation ditches 

 
 

Built walls with mud bricks 

 
Set up a trading network. 
Traded grain and cloth for 
tools and stone and metal.  







8 fields (label them)
o wheat (largest need in your diet)
o barley
o beans
o lentils
o peas
o flax
o leeks
o onions

irrigation system for the fields (connect each field to the water – color it in blue)

1 bridge (at least)

10 homes

1 pen for domesticated animals

1 storehouse for surplus foods



Name 5 jobs people are doing in this picture



RELIGION:

Sumerians believed in many gods:
POLYTHEISTS

Anu—Heaven
Enlil—clouds and air

Ea—water

Sun 
Moon 
Stars

Temple gods 
House gods

Demons (Wicked Udugs)

Believed that the gods were 
immortal and all powerful. 
Believed that man was 
created as a 
servant to the gods. 
At any moment the gods 
could become angry and 
strike with fire or flood. 
Sumerians built temples to 
try and avoid this. Believed that after they died the 

would go to the “land of no return” 
where there was no joy. 



ziggurat



Who’s in Charge?

Priests were the ones who 
oversaw the 
trading of goods. They were 
the ones who ran the temples. 
They demanded taxes and 
parts of crops as offerings to 
Anu. 

At times of war the toughest 
fighter was placed in charge 
as a temporary king. 
As wars became more 
frequent, the kingship got 
longer and longer and less 
and less temporary.

Class System:

King

Priests (Church)

Government

Trades people and Service Jobs

Slaves

Women were unequal to men in 
all areas. 



From 2000 to 3000 B.C. the city states of Sumer were at war with 
one another. 
This weakened them so much that when 
nomadic warriors came and attacked the 
cities, the Sumerians were unable to defend themselves. 
Ur was left in ruins.
End of the Sumerian civilization.





Crash course: Mesopotamia

4:11 – 9:52

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sohXPx_XZ6Y

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sohXPx_XZ6Y


Religion:
Similar to Sumerians

Laws:
Hammurabi’s Code 
of Laws

From:
The northern part Mesopotamia

Army:
Strong and disciplined.
When they would take 
over a city, they 
would take all the 
prisoners and spread 
them throughout the 
land.

Conquered:
Syria, Palestine, Egypt, 
and 
Babylonia.

King:
Assurbanipal

Capital:
At Nineveh . 
Had the world’s 
largest library.

What happened?
Power was spread 
too thin. After 
Assurbanipal
died, Nineveh 
fell to the 
Chaldeans



Capital:
Babylon 

King: 
Nebuchanezzar



Wonders:
Hanging gardens—

built for

one of 

Nebuchadnezzar's 

wives. 

One of the 

seven wonders

of the ancient world.

Walls—so thick 

that a chariot 

of horses could ride 

around on 

the top. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kfg1YE-BqTc&t=43s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kfg1YE-BqTc&t=43s




Phoenicians
Made purple dye from snails

Founded trading colonies

Created an alphabet



STEP 1: label AND COLOR IN the two major 
bodies of water

Mediterranean 
Sea

Persian 
Gulf



EGYPT
MOAB

IS
RA

EL
/C

AN
AA

N

ARABIA

Mesopotamia

STEP 2: label the 5 land regions

Mediterranean 
Sea

Persian 
Gulf



EGYPT
MOAB

IS
RA

EL
 /C
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N

ARABIA

Mesopotamia

STEP 3: using BLUE trace and label the 
Nile River

Mediterranean 
Sea

Persian 
GulfNile 

River
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STEP 4: using BLUE trace and label the 
Jordan River

Mediterranean 
Sea

Persian 
GulfNile 

River

Jordan 
River
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Mesopotamia

STEP 5: using BLUE trace and label the 
Euphrates River

Mediterranean 
Sea

Persian 
GulfNile 

River

Jordan 
River

Euphrates River
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ARABIA

Mesopotamia

STEP 6: using BLUE trace and label the 
Tigris River

Mediterranean 
Sea

Persian 
GulfNile 

River

Jordan 
River

Euphrates River

Tigris River
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STEP 7: using BLUE shade in and label the 
Dead Sea

Mediterranean 
Sea

Persian 
GulfNile 

River

Jordan 
River

Euphrates River

Tigris River

Dead 
Sea





Hebrews (Jews):
2000 BC a group of people leave the city of Ur.

Abraham was one of them

Travel to the land of Canaan

People in Canaan call them 

“wanderers” = Hebrew

Jewish people are monotheists

means they worship one god

1650 BC – famine in the land

Everyone migrates toward Egypt

Pharaoh hits on Abraham’s wife –

they all leave
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STEP 8: using RED trace and label the 
likely path of Abraham

Mediterranean 
Sea

Persian 
GulfNile 

River

Jordan 
River

Euphrates River

Tigris River

Dead 
Sea

AbrahamUr



Abraham - Sarah

Isaac - Rebecca

Esau and Jacob –
(Esau trades his blessing w/Jacob)

12 sons

Jacob changes his name to Israel

12 tribes of Israel
(Joseph is the most favored son)

Genealogy 
Becomes

Very
Important!!

Rachael and Leah



Israel gives Joseph a coat of many colors – brothers get angry
Pretend to kill him – really sell him to slave traders
Joseph is taken to Egypt

Finds favor with Pharaoh
Pharaoh is a Hyksos

Pharaoh gives him an important 
position in the government

There is another famine in the land
Joseph’s family shows up looking 

for food – brothers have to face him
Joseph forgives them
Hebrews stay in Egypt
Joseph dies
Hyksos are overthrown

Egyptians come back to the throne – enslave the Hebrew people
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STEP 9: using PURPLE trace and label the 
likely path of Joseph

Mediterranean 
Sea

Persian 
GulfNile 

River

Jordan 
River

Euphrates River

Tigris River

Dead 
Sea

AbrahamJoseph Ur



Moses:
Born and Levite (Hebrew – one of the 12 tribes)
Pharoah’s daughter finds him as a baby –

raises him in the Egyptian court

Receives a calling from God – free the Hebrews from slavery
10 plagues
Leads the people out of Egypt 
(Exodus)
Follow a trade route in the 
wilderness for 40 years

Along the way receive the 10 
commandments



Value: 
A standard or 

a strongly 
held belief on 

which you 
base your 
actions or 
decisions.

Consensus 
in a 

community

Religion

LAWS

Follow the 
law

Break the 
law

PUNISHMENT

HARMONY



1. Steal

2. Kill

3. Bear false witness

4. Covet

5. Commit adultery

6. Take the name of the Lord 
in vain

THOU
SHALT
NOT

7. Have no other gods before me

8. Have no graven images

9. Honor thy father and mother

10. Keep the Sabbath day Holy

THOU
SHALT

The 10 
Commandments
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MOAB
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ARABIA

Mesopotamia

STEP 10: using ORANGE trace and label 
the likely path of Moses and Joshua

Mediterranean 
Sea

Persian 
GulfNile 

River

Jordan 
River

Euphrates River

Tigris River

Dead 
Sea

AbrahamJoseph

Mt. Sinai

Moses and 
Joshua

Ur



While they are wandering for 40 years the people solidify their beliefs.

Make a covenant (2 way promise) with their God:
1. He will protect them 

as long as 
2. they follow the commandments

The people go back to Canaan
Moses dies
Joshua is put in charge
Gideon is the military leader –
Hebrews = powerful army

Tribes decide to separate
Reign of the judges



Prosperous until . . . . 

Pharaoh gives the Philistines the 
land of Canaan
Philistines come into their new land 
and want the Hebrews to get out.
Hebrews get nervous, want the 
leadership of a king
Saul – great military leader

they are losing against the 
Philistines

David comes and kills Goliath

David is made king
Establishes the capital at Jerusalem

– “the naval of the world”
Ark of the covenant is stored there



Solomon becomes king when his dad dies
Known for his wisdom
Builds a huge temple – pays for it be taxing the people
Marries LOTS of women – some of them polytheists
People don’t think he is a good leader

Kingdom breaks into North and South
North = Israel
South = Judah





Approximately 1000 BCE, Indo-European tribes from 
Central Asia migrate to Iranian Plateau
Iran translates as 

“land of Aryans”
Two Subgroups:
Medes – Zagros 

Mountain Region
Persians – Central 

Plain Farsi Region





Geography and the Persians
Unlike other early cultures, Persia did (does) not 

have large rivers
Arid and desert landscape
Small rivers
Nomads herded grazing animals to Plateau
Migrants came from northern steppes – area of 

great grazing, but often invaded
Persia offered protection from invasion –

surrounded by mountain ranges and deserts



Zagros Mountains
Northwestern Persia



Nisaean Plain



Religion
Follow the prophet Zoroaster
He is said to have received a vision from Ahura Mazda, the 

Wise Lord, who appointed him to preach the truth.



Zoroaster began preaching his message of cosmic strife between 
Ahura Mazda, the God of Light, and Ahriman, the 
principle of evil. 

According to the prophet, man had 
been given the power to choose
between good and evil. 
The end of the world would come
when the forces of light would
triumph and the saved souls rejoice
in its victory. 
This dualism was part of an 
evolution towards monotheism in 
the Middle East. Zoroaster's teaching 
became the guiding light of Persian 
civilization. 





Persian Ruling Family – Achaemenid 
Intermarried with Medes to 
establish power and legitimize 
bloodline for rule
Cyrus the Great (child of the 
Persian/Mede union)
550 BCE Cyrus captured the 
king (his father-in-law) and 
united Persians and Medes



Cyrus’ Military Conquests

• Defeated Medes, united Persia
• Greek city-states in Anatolia
• Lydia
• Afghanistan
• Mesopotamia
• Palestine
• From Aegean Sea in west to Hindu Kush 

mountains in east





This is our first true empire
a group of nations or peoples ruled over by an emperor, 
empress, or other powerful sovereign or government
-------------------------?-----------------------
See if you can figure out some of the questions plaguing 
Cyrus and the Persians concerning their new Empire:
• How do we rule and administer a large territory?
• How should we treat and maintain control of peoples 

from various cultures?
• How do you get people to be loyal?
• Can various peoples maintain their own cultures 

when under the rule of someone else?



(1) Rule through persuasion 
and compromise rather 
than force and humiliation

(2) Treated conquered people 
with kindness – allowed 
deported people to return 
to their homelands

(3) Permitted defeated people 
to retain their own 
religion and cultural 
practices, and offered 
partnership in Persian 
empire

Principles Established by Cyrus the Great:

(4)   Standardized taxes and measurements
(5)   Built up commercial and cultural networks in the empire 

ex: Royal Road



Aryan Script



The Cyrus Cylinder
539 BCE



Beginning – 24:18



Qanat Irrigation System



Digging a Qanat



Inside a Qanat



End of a 
Qanat



Aerial 
View of 
Qanat



Aerial 
View of 
Qanat



A Modern 
Qanat –

Still Used 
Today



Empire in Disarray – Rise of Darius
No clear ruler after Cyrus’ son 
died

Darius claimed throne, married 
Cyrus’ son’s wife and Cyrus’ 
daughter

Claimed divine support

Waited a brief period before 
expanding kingdom

First conquests in East into India

Pressed into Northern Europe –
Danube River by 512 BCE



Chose strong central rule – emphasized central authority
Divided empire into twenty provinces: satrapies
Governor – Satrap 
Established system 
of royal judges to 
ensure local laws 
enforced

Authorized 
compilation and 
codification of 
Persian laws



Darius’ Seal of Office

The cuneiform inscription in Old Persian, Elamite and Babylonian reads: 
‘I [am] Darius, great king’ (the word ‘great’ only occurs in Babylonian).







Persian Satrapies



Satrap Receiving Visitors



Darius’ Royal Road



Royal Road Today (in Turkey)



Darius’ Behistun Inscription
Behistun – Large rock 
along Royal Road 
between different 
Persian capitals – many 
travelers passed by site

Logical place for Darius 
to proclaim his 
accomplishments



Behistun Inscription



Darius’ Royal Road



Inscription tells of Darius’ victories (symbolized by 10 subject peoples), 
overseen by the god Ahuramazda – 3 versions of text in 

Old Persian, Babylonian, and Elamite





You are a Persian Satrap

What will be the best use of 
your money?

Purchase items to help your 
satrapy prosper!



How to get participation points:
• Help research and answer questions

• Write
• Strategize which resources you want to buy

• Make transactions at the bank

• How to lose participation points:
• Have your phone out

• Don’t help your partner
• Steal resources

• Bother other groups





Bookwork Alternative

• Read pages 134-136
• Answer: 1-6

On your own sheet of paper



Item

We 
bought 

(#)
Point Value

Total 
points per 

item

Roads x =

Roadside Inns x =

Seaports x =

Zorastrian
Temples

x =

Qanats x =

Statues of 
Cyrus the Great x =

Armies x =

Fill in 
this 

column 
ONLY!



Item

We 
bought 

(#)
Point Value

Total 
points per 

item

Roads x =

Roadside Inns x =

Seaports x =

Zorastrian
Temples

x =

Qanats x =

Statues of 
Cyrus the Great x =

Armies x =

1
5
1

5
1
4

2


